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DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR BUSES 
Agency of Transportation 

Inspection Mechanic Certification Exam 
School Buses 

Attn: Inspection Clerk 

120 State Street 
Montpelier, Vermont 05603-0001 

802.828.2094 
dmv.vermont.gov 

 

 

All questions to be answered True or False. Mark an X through the correct answer. You need 80% (28) correct or better 
to pass. 
 

Sample Question - Inspections stickers are always yellow. T F 

1. Inspections stations are appointed solely for the benefit of the motoring public? T F 

2. Once designated as an inspection station they may inspect any type of bus.   T F 

3. An inspection mechanic is required to re-certify every 3 years.     T F 

4. An inspection sticker can only be issued and affixed to the bus in an approved inspection area.   T F 

5. The emergency door latch must hold the door in the open position. T F 
6. It is not necessary for an emergency door or window exit alarm to sound as long as the emergency 

door or window exit is operational. T F 

7. Buses that fail inspection due to defective equipment must have repairs done at the station where 
the inspection was conducted.   T F 

8. It is necessary to prominently display the fee charged for inspections.   T F 
9. Inspection stickers must be kept in a locked drawer, cabinet or other device to prevent theft and 

limit access to only persons authorized to inspect buses.   T F 

10. Each inspection station must have on hand adequate tools and equipment to maintain designation 
as an inspection station.   T F 

11. It is not necessary for a station to have normal business hours. T F 
12. If a station changes its name, location or ownership it is necessary to notify the Department 

immediately in writing.   T F 

13. If a bus is presented for inspection and the owner has lost the registration certificate you may not 
inspect the bus under any conditions.   T F 

14. It is okay to loan stickers to another inspection station if that station has run out of stickers.   T F 
15. An inspection station may hold completed log sheets until the end of the year before returning them 

to the Motor Vehicle Office in order to save on postage. T F 

16. Periodic inspections must be conducted on school buses during January, June and November. T F 
 
17. The tread depth requirement on school bus front axle tires is 2/32 of an inch. T F 

18. Recapped tires may be used on the front axle of a school bus. T F 
19. The steering, alignment and suspension requirements can be found in section III of the inspection 

manual. T F 

20. The Eight Light System used by school buses, is required on all school buses acquired after July 
1, 1976 that carry more than ten (10) persons. T F 
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21. All school buses manufactured to carry more than six (6) students must have an outside mirror 
located on each side of the bus located so as to give an unobstructed view of the road to the rear. T F 

22. Torn or missing gaskets around the emergency door will cause the bus to be rejected for inspection. T F 
23. It is not necessary on a school bus to have a seat belt installed for the driver. T F 
24. A Ten (10) pound dry chemical type, labeled by Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. fire extinguisher is 

required on school buses. T F 

25. The fire extinguisher needs to be readily accessible to the driver. T F 
26. First Aid kits on school buses need to be examined at each inspection period. T F 
27. All school buses are required to be national school bus yellow in color. T F 
28. The exhaust system of a large school bus may direct exhaust gas outward from any location on a 

bus. T F 

29. Inside rearview mirrors are not necessary on a school bus if there are two outside mirrors. T F 
30. The exhaust on an auxiliary fuel-fired heating system must come to the outer edge of the school bus 

body. T F 

31. A school bus equipped with ABS must have an ABS indicator light located in the dash area.  The 
light must remain on when bus is in operation. T F 

32. Air brake chambers must be the same size on each axle. T F 

33. The school inspection manual can also be used for light truck inspections. T F 
34. Driver Shaft protection is required on each end of the drive shaft having a sliding (spline) 

connection. T F 

35. A school bus may pass inspection with a maximum of 4 loose seats. T F 
 
 
 
 

Name:   Last First Middle 

 
Mailing Address (Address Where You Get Your Mail): If PO or Private Box, also fill in “Physical Address” below. City: State: Zip: 
    

Vermont License or Permit # Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy): Place of Birth (City, State & Country): 

   

Phone Number: Email address: 

I hereby affirm, under penalty of perjury, that the information on this form is true to 
the best of my knowledge. This declaration made under penalties of 23 VSA § 202 & 
§ 4110. Submission of a false voter registration application is subject to the penalties 
of perjury as provided in 17 V.S.A. § 2011 and in 42 U.S.C. § 1973 gg – 10. 

Signature of Applicant Date Signed 

X 
 
Do not Write Below  

Examiner Date Pass or Fail 
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